Shanidar Cave contains one of the most important Palaeolithic archaeological sequences in West Asia. During renewed excavations of Baradostian (Upper Palaeolithic) layers in the cave, an incised land-snail shell fragment was recovered. A natural cause seems unlikely and it does not appear likely to reflect palaeoeconomic functions. It is suggested tentatively that this may have been made during manufacture of a composite artefact designed for visual display. Although Upper Palaeolithic ornaments are often reported, composite ornaments of this period are rather unusual.
Introduction

41
The initiation of the Upper Palaeolithic in Europe and parts of the Middle East is widely seen 42 as a major discontinuity, where material culture changed in response to population 43 turnover, as Neanderthals were replaced by anatomically-modern humans (e.g. Bar The shell fragment is too small and weak to have had a role in processing other materials. It 152 is rather unlikely that it was used as an anvil for cutting soft materials using a stone artefact, 153 because of the weakness of the land snail shell. We can therefore suggest tentatively that 
